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17 PETS BEFORE THE CAMERA.

nrrncvT.Tnc rx taktxo rnoro-BRArm- a

or akimai.m.

tt A Bnwery Gallery Where Folks Brine Their
linn and Cats and " rraak Brine
Their snakes The Beweiry ! Gent

H and the Trial of Photographing film.
H There wait a great commotion In the operat

ing room ot that little Bowery photograph gal-- B

lery whloh la near Blvlngton street Prospec- -

tlve titter who lounged In the adjoining wait-
ing room Bl,(1 listlessly contemplated the por--

trnlt of those who had patronised the estab
lishment sines Its beginning could hear the
noised Incidental to the commotion and were
speculating variously and vaguely aa to the
occasion therefor.

"Come, now." commanded a heavy mascu-

line voice, evidently that ot the photographer,
"sit up nloe and keep quiet."

"Ob, you darling" this by a feminine voice

"do sit up prettily and get urns picture took."
Hut apparently the sitter remained Indifferent

L to tlio loving admonition, for the heavy voice
ngaln interrupted, and this time with a note
of Impatience.

"Here, you, atoy up there 00 that chair." It;

enld, and there was a muffled sound aa If a
plight struggle was in progress to enforce
ole.llence. "Get back. Iaay"

"Oh, please, sir. don't strike her. whatever
the eoft feminine voice.j iii do," once more

"Indeed, our darling has never known across
w .rd or a Mow in her life. Have yon, pet?"

"Madam, you will have to stand aside and
I let me manage her. Really, a little swltohlnc
V would do her good and keep her quiet."
Cl "What a sorehead I" sniffed one indignant
lit damsel In the waiting room, who was surrcp- -
UM tltiously holding hands with a sandy-haire- d

UM young man in a new suit of clothes.
"If he'd strike er kid uv mine," responded

IJM the sandy-haire- d young man, with a menacing
Jjf growl, "a envelope could hold de remains wld-Jfl- n

out erowdin'."
v 71 ")ut you ain't got no children, Charley," stm
ts' pered the dntnsel, at which remark the holding

mY of hands became positively a gytnnastlo exer--

rise and the cracking of flnger joints punctu- -

F eted the steady flow of disturbing sounds from
the operating room.

"Ouch! Blank it I" A wall of real pain was
sent up by the heavy voice. "The little brute
bus bitten me."

"Some children air jest too vicious an' or-
nery fur any use," vouchsafed a second young
woman In the waiting room.

"Naw taint de kid's fault," grinned the
. sandy-haire- young man. "She's evenln' up

on de mug taker farchuckin' her ail dat slok."
"Dear me I" complained the feminine voice

In the operating room. "I declare, I don't
know what to do with her. Ob, don't piok her
up by the neck you'll strangle, herl"

The young man with the sandy hair sprang
to his feet and glared Dolefully in the direc-
tion ot the operating room. "Dat felllo don't
guv de kid no knocks while I'm in de shanty,"
said he. drawing down bis shoulders and
doubling his fists.

"Bit down. Charley," implored the damsel.
"What's eatin' you? Don't go mnkln' a holy
show uv yerself an' gettiu' hot In de collarI about things when yer not concerned.". "Now, then, she's oil right." broke In the
heavy voice from the operating room. "Don't
move, and we'll have her taken in a minute."
(Uriel bilenco followed by a furious barking.)
There, madam, it's all over. But that's tnw

most trying pup to take I've ever had in my
'' place."

I "Well, chose me fur er farmer," muttered
the belligerent sandy-haire- d young man. as

" the photographer appeared in the doorway
and screamed "Next "ef it warn't a: dorg lie
wus muggin'."

"Yen." said the photographer, aa be fin-
ished off his last sitter. make a specialty of

holographing animals. Everybody in thisBne of business ha got t havo a specialty,
V else he'll starve to death, for the amateur pho- -

tographers are pushing us little fellows clean
I to the wall on straight portrait work. I
I reckon there ain't a good dog nor a strange
J animal on (he east side Which I haven't hod' before my camera, and If you will look over

the collection of animals and even insects
which I have photographed you will think
some one with the D. T.I dreamed them.

"Let me tell you something. I moke the
L photographs of most of the freak performers
IS end aninwil trainers who snow in the Bowery

l theatres and musical halls. There is hardly a
m snake charmer, man or woman, who shows

In this town that does not look me up and give
,1 me the job of printing on paper their fearless- -

cess 11. handling wriggliug monsters. You'vo
rff seen the girls who perform with
III tors? Well, every fall they begin topour in
III r"ro w'tn x after box of snakes. They a-

lii II Wl" nTe themselves token with the big
L'l snakes coiled round and round them, anil

wnen I first set up as a snake photographer It
LI gave me the shivers to see how careless they

were in handling serpents capable of crushing
Bf them to jelly.

"I asked one of the girls about this matter
MB one day. Bald I : 'My dear. I have often read
IBI that the Is able to crush pigs,

lions, tigers, and even such strongly built ani-fH-

rnals as buffaloes to a pulp. Surely you must
L,tV know this and stop to think sometimes, when
IMasW you have one of these ropy monsters curledIW around you. that If he took the notion he could
t'Jn squeeze you to death in an instant.'
AMi "ft hat answer do you think she made me.
J Why, she laughed until she nearly bod a lit

M. J end nod to take off the big snakes she hod
fjfW coiled around her.
II H " 'Well, you're pretty green.' said she. when

she got her breath. Do you think for an in-
stant them would be so many women doing thobig snake turn if there was any real danger

"I said that had never occurred to me. and
kskad her to explain further.

I'll tell you the secret of the whole busi-
ness.' said she after a while. 'These big snakes

lejv could readily crush us to death when they are
! put of their torpor and if we were not watching

them all the time. But the
II 'n?,""01 constrict unless he begins at the tail.

J hat is the seat of his muscular force, audI moraent we feel that beginning to get hard
when wo have a make coiled around us, we
culckly unwind him. It is slow work for the

to get hiinself ready to crush
L .hody. and so we have plenty of time to un-
wind the upper part of him. which wo ol- -
ways keep twisted round our nock". The tall
W generally try to keep around one leg, sothat we can fool the first thrill which indicates

as. tiiut the snako Is getting ready for his huggingHK business.'
Wo "s'" !",''' ni" :i aoo'l many things besides
WMj that which showed that the handling of snakesIII 10 ms dangerous, but Is really a coiupur- -rjl amoly harmless profession, not half as dau- -
H gurous as tumbling on the stage or lu the cir- -

A ; " D,K snakes or almost always-
Kl 11! ? 'ethargio condition, and when they are

Dan tWBy an 'nfant t'ou,u' bundle 'hem with ini- -

J , 'J' a" ,no snakes which come here to be
photographed not one in n hundred Is polson- -

ih f,,i"' l,( this country there are vury few hqrrn- -
lui snakes, although there are mony whichpass as dangerous. An old snake charmer
S V co.m,)b "ere regularly to be photogruphed
r,!:i.nl".tl,crlI,t W nle that the rattle- -

" i. t u' l;ottoniiiouths and thundnrsnakeswere ab..ut tho only kinds which were deadly.
. ,.1,1 wuy". ''"rlrs a large stock of water- -

aW . HSi.1' ackhiiokes, which kKik wicked
tl.,, couW" 1!arni u kitten. But they have

M luiii "1 """"etlnies when they are partiuu- -

Wm W&jySk "'"'"ugh they do him no Injury.
I zSfiSJX! MtT l,oen 1 suako charmer or bou- -
1J imi i,iVUir.f"r,.,rn",r I" FP gallery who has'il i ;, ".?'? H18' Ih utterly impossible to train
K 54? , '"lathing. The snake is a uat- -
V "WJPtV0 ,Uld ,hut iH " there Is to It.

hBVe a number of other customers to
8HJ!SB.ffhout Perhaps you have noticed that

W ir..' 'I0 B0,it If.'ful.ltlon on the Bjwery hasI) .rlULi mcroased Wherever you go now- -
1 f. tlW n"d tteM "nrlein cows, us they used

ii?i "".' '"ruilng up aud down the
,thu. rlut ot way with the

5h SwHli".J"'" !helr du'r u considor- -
M r, if. pa?,ot ,h("r ulnhto In tormenting the uul- -

I - "ie K;,lltH nro lne prolierty of the f,

,L "i.. "' ''"urBe. when a saloon owns an
t.?l r'.T kllld J0"!6 Photographer isI tl tiLKetit'e.J'.''' of taking Its picture. BoI i, ,"i,S b?,,"tBl!thusy of lato mating photo-H- i

I le',lKst and most notoriousof fl?."'.c n"wry. A goat is not u very
ul US, taT?r-- us ,l '" usually thinking

r""1'1''!5 '' the cloth
"UuVrr.f, 1" '' apiet.te most violently.

Hi' . .,1., V' "?,,,'' l'ttu ' the profereiioes-o- f theI lVip'"'rH' tho big dogs. X
HF dfess ? T'""; to k"ott- tlint ho Is on
Hj I "tUrn'i,iaJ,Bi'1'on l!,e "luutle of the camera

(heme lS,.''lm' a,,',d ,at oneB '"" !" tie
0a of' .?u!n,ho 'tl" urs give ua a great
when .2'. le'iua ,;!!' " "xtt reuiarked
el a I 0Ui,?"e 'i'; f"6' nre restless and ex- -

o d. H,",rdi .k"V"l'" yulettwoseo- -

M ti 0 i3i,ai'""" 1,ut t'B ''at. and lu na- -
HJL f ff '"V1 ,0 ,he ''! ' " I'hotog- -
tkuV lire lu.1 .,'"!.t.,.no,f." w"ts is u placefo

in hou," wiU "e motionless for half
MioV,nr,n.'ith,n most 'Hfncult of all animals U
nTstneSS .1 ,,' monkey. Try

ie eeuKT i'?i, """", ll '"ok straiihtliitoI m id ffi. f,'u ,'l",lt'r' (or tho of aKl t ', V," f.'" "'WM shifts off u one side
fill ix '"'r "J" " ''vcrualch your eye

""vi . ih u" ,ke' ''t1'","1 '""k "l theoaniera

hum WlbSS Wj9S
S"S mAriltWmn a

mars that the steady nse of a mi iletflwiall dumb craatnnM. pni ih monkey's head
you can take In nmr hands and hold as Ions
as yon Please without pnoe meeting hi eye.
Re will keep his glance fastened upon the eell-In- g,

will constantly wink and bnnk, or will
stare at the floor. He will look everywhere

Bnt the photographer never want to leave
his enmern alone with a monkey, for if they art
bashful, they are inquisitive, and If the chares
Is given one will try to Imitate tire picture
taker to the destruction of his Instrument, aa
I have had occasion to learn to my cost.

"Parrots are the easiest of all birds to photo-
graph. They will stare straight into the earn-
ers and remain as motionless as the photog-
rapher con M wish. Rmnll birds give us more
trouble than any other living thing which Is
brought to this establishment. They are al-
ways flitting about and III at esse. But what
do you think was the latest thing In pet birds
1 had to photograph? Nothing leas than a
pet Florida crane, and a very smart bird he
was. A dealer in old mirlos owns him, and
bronghfhlm up to the gallery to be taken In
half a down characterlstlo attitudes. The

lrd was well trained, very gentle, and as affec-
tionate as a kitten. I had to make Instan-
taneous pictures of him, for he wag a dancing
bird, and at a word from his master would
bow and scrapo before the camera, then
stretch out his wings and caper around In a
very graceful circle.

"Hoinetimes wo have small hears for sitters.
Infant mountain lions are no strangers to this
gallery, either, while as for alligators we have
taken them by the hundred. There ore more
alligators owned on the east side than you
could count in a month of Sundays.

"The oddest sitter I ever had." concluded
the animal photographer, posed before the
camera t two weeks ago. He was brought
in by a young man who runs a shooting gal-
lery on the Bowery, and who said he had been
sent to him by a friend who was fighting for
Uncle Bam in Cuba. With this Introduction he

a large bottle. In which was the
arjrcst and most repulsive looking tarantula

I had ever seen. The oraxy young shooting
gallery fellow wanted to dump that hideous
spider out on a card to have his picture taken,
but I put my foot down on that deal, yon may
be sure, at once, nod we photographed him in
the bottle."

1H.4 FAXIXK IX TBK CATS KILL.
Brooklyn Schoolteachers in Middy Hats and

Plaid Stockings Bald to Be the Csnw.
LrxntoTOH. Greene county, N. Y., Aug. 27.

There Is a man famine up hero among the
Catskllls that Is more pronounced In character
than the usual summer scarcity ot the male
population for which this region is noted.

A man who has never been popular with fem-
inine creation has only to appear upon the
scene here to be feted and to be a hero. Men
who have slunk through life heretofore with-
out even an approving glance from the eyes
of their typewrltists find themselves over-
whelmed with attentions just as soon as the
stage deposits them at a farmhouse or hotel
piazza.

The Catskill Mountains girl has therefore
been reduced to a desperate expedient. Bho
wanders in groups of twos and threes through
the villages and along the ahady mountain
paths looking hungrily for a male creature In
white duck trousers and straw hat whloh
proclaim him to be of town breed. And when
these foraging companies of young women
come across any suoh rare specimen they not
only smile upon him and address him pleas-
antly, but they bear htm off In triumph in a
hay cart and treat him so well that he wants to
leave his boarding house and camp out on the
porch of the hostelry wherein his captorsdweU.

The farmers of this part of the country at-

tribute the man famine to the war. Even the
husband brigade the Friday till Monday
men who were wont to brighten up the coun-
tryside by their presence, bearing baskets ot
fruit as offerings to their womonkind. have
thinned out this season, and Sunday is like all
the rest cheerless, manloss and lonely.

There Is one reason for the man famine,
however, that must impress any thinking per-- ,
son who Inhabits these hills for more than a
week. It consists of the fact that the summer
girl of the Oatskills Is none other than the
Brooklyn schoolteacher who comes up here
in disguise as a gay and wildly frivolous young
person, and who expresses the exuberance ot
her nature by shrieks and yawps whloh are in-

tended to represent laughter, but which resem-
ble the hoarse cry of the coyote or the yell of
the wildcat as they echo over piazzas in the
evening, or from wagons that one meets along
the roads to Hunter and Unandakin.

The Brooklyn schoolteacher vacationing"
In tho Catskills exemplifies a type of devilish-nes- s

that is gradually ridding this part ol tho
world of the presence of men. Aftor ten months
ol cooping up In a stuffy schoolroom with only
tho company of forty to sixty children In whose
beads she vainly tries to instill ideas, she comes
up here with a dozen pairs of plaid or striped
hosiery and a hammock, with which combina-
tion she hopes to bring the mnle population
ot the mountains to her feet She brings fear-
ful and wonderful caps, which she pins rak-ishl- y

athwart her hair, and it her hair be
marked with streaks of gray, the hat 1b sure to
be a linen "Tarn" with tho name of a battle-
ship across the brow or the crossed rides of a
recipient, showing in front. This bat and the
plaid stockings are supposed to express aban-
don in Its most riotous form. The shrieks ot
luughter do the rest. Tho Brooklyn school-mar- m

Is transformed, so she thinks, into the
giddy summer girl of the comic weeklies.

It Is the same form of hysteria that scizos the
ribbon-count- young man when he gets away
on his vacation, ana lives in a white flannel
suit for two weeks, as though he never wore
anything else. The average human being who
endeavors to extract an ordinary amount of
comfort and hnpptness out of 305 days a year
under all circumstances cannot understand
this outburst of vacation spirit. It makes one
feci feeble and decrepit to see a
face under a Tarn o' Shan tor cap at one end of a
hammock while the other end is ornamented
by crossed feet of the plaid variety, all of which
is being wasted on other women, chipmunks
and squirrels that inhabit these parts.

As to the rivalry that exists here between the
"girls" for "girls" they call themselves It Is
more intense than any Newport feud or belle-shi- p

contest at Narrogausett. The Catskllls
twines her arms

about her sister and refuses to let her out of
her sight. There is alwuys the suspicion that
she may have discovered tome man whom she
will spring upon tho other women boarders as
her speulal property. He may be a now boarder
brought. In by tho stage and swooped upon be-

fore lie has had time to take off his duster. Ho
Is hardly In the hotel offloe before a group of
those Imitation summer girls surround him.
Introduce themselves, ascertain the number of
his room and then steal away to concoct plans
for surprising him when be prepares for slum- -

Theae plans or tricks are supposed to con-
stitute the highest form ot Catskill Mountain

. When they are successfully perpo- -
rated upon a new boarder the shrieks and

yells ot laughter will be prolonged for a week ;

or more in consequence. Tho Brooklyn school- - I

morm is out to unjoy herself, aud slis is not I

letting you forget it. I

There is a varied assortment ot tricks to be
in force should a new man so fur forget

ilmself as to appear armed with a grip or a
dress suit case. One of the most popular s for
a group of tlieso giddy creatures to obtain
some ot the new boarder's clothing, his pa-

jamas preferred, which are stitched together
In such a msuner that he will have to rip thorn
open with a penknife before he can wear them.
This Is one of the funniest tricks in the bright
lexicon of the Catskill Mountains girl." Its
delicate humor appeals to some men. And
there are others who assume a slokly air of en-

joyment of tho girlish prank, while lu their
hearts they register a vow to depart on a morn-
ing train.

Taking the slats out of a bed and arranging
the mattress so that It appeorsto bo safely sus-
pended is another CatsklTl fountains Wok
which Is in llgh favor with the "girls." The
new boarder, tired utter a day's warm travel In
the cars and unrefreshed by the dinner ot can-
ned foods which awults lilni. prepares for rest
In the room one trunk wide by a bed and a
washstaud long, which has been allotted u
hliu. He throws himself wearily upon the bed,
which sinks to the floor beneath him. HsstilU:
Muttered ejaculations and profanity from
man; shrieks and yawps, supposed to be
laughter, from the hall where the result of the

Putting salt or flour between the sheets and
sprinkling red pepper on the pillow are other
rich jokes up here. To knock on one'a door
loudly In the middle of the night is an amuse-
ment which will cause piazza laughter of the
coyote kind for weeks. And yot they wonder
at the man pel,. The Brooklyn eoliol-teache- r.

dis ed In her frivolous hat and her
stock Ings. scours the countryside

and leaves not u stone unturned in her search.
but she tlnds nothing but oarly worms and
other women. She U gay to desperation. When
slni takes a buekboard ride she praters to sit
with her feet hanging out of the baok of a
wagon as an indication that she is a wild
young thing out for a lark.

None of these young women talk shop. They
are all going to Saratoga, Newport, or Atiantio
City in another week, with a few days at Lenox
In September. You cannot montlou school In
their presence or they would b horrified.

understood that they are
"flviiyglrls. and 'they write letters to their
friends every weok tolling fairy tales about the

the hills. Is the 01 awp eehoes through Jt cry
the Brooklyn sohoolmarm doing her great
summer girl specialty and wondering IT the
evening stage will bring perchance a male hu-
man being who will regard her practleaTJokes
as thrmerrleii of Jests and who wllTbo content
to bask fn her smile Mr Sfffl! which ti
tno hlgKest'ambltion cutortainedln Mw soul ot
the Catskill Mountains girt

-

HUMOR OF THE BLACK BEAR

mntrtN or 0AtrroKrA a rovom am
WMIL At A COMUDIAX.

Cnn Bat Anything from Ants to an 0 A
Model Father That Makes Sport tor the
Cahs-flngae- ttjr in Rinding tho Huntr
Ferocity of tho Black Boar When Aronssd

PomokA, CM.. Aug. 39. The black bear Is as
different from the gristly In disposition and
character as the lion Is from the hyena. The
grizzly Is a groat hulking, mean, dyspeptic,
savage and always ugly brute, while the blaek
bear Is at once the comedian and the
bold, reckless tough of the American moun-
tains. Probably no other beast on four feet has
quite so manr humorous way or the earne
strain of backwoods philosophy as the common
black bear. Hunters and trappers tell how
they have spent hours In quiet amusement
while, lying concealed by brush, they have
watched the antics ot a family ot
black bears In the homo den. Old hunters say
that black bears know that they are humorous.
Many a hunter will sit all night by acampflr
and argue that he knows that black hears smile
at their own nonsense. But this same amus-
ing, prankish, clumsy black fellow Is a terror
even to the oldest and coolest hunters after
wild beasts when enraged or wounded or
trapped, and In Its rage It will attack with des-
perate ferojlty anything In the animal line.

Black bears of the Pacific coast seldom weigh
more than 650 pounds. The average Is 480
pounds. Col. Theodore Boosevelt. who has
hunted bears snd written about them, says
thst he has seen black bears In Wyoming that
weighed 700 pounds. The chief differences be-

tween grizzly and black bears are In color, size,
and the shape nnd length of the claws. The
grizzly bears weigh from 000 to 1.200 pounds,
and stand at full height sometimes seven and
a half feet high. The claws ot a grizzly are
sharply curved, and vary from three to five
inches In length, and have projecting edges as
sharp ss razors; the claws of a black bear
are seldom three inches long, and are straight,
like a dog's. Experienced hunters Instantly
distinguish a black bear's track from that of
a grizzly. Grizzly bears have a coarse, nhai'gy
pelt, while black benra have a smooth s.nd
rather glossy coat of hair, except about the
face, which Is tan or straw colored. Blsek
bears live about twenty-tw- o years. Two black
bears from California confined In the ZoAlogtenI
Garden In Philadelphia lived nearly thirty
years, bnt that was unusual.

The remarkable strength of a black bear Is
largely In Its shoulders and forepaws. It rarely
hugs Its victim to death, as do grizzlies and
Arctic bears, but relies upon the power of its
blow. A wounded black bear thst sees no

of escape from a pursnsr will rise upon
ts hind legs and come striding forward to

meet Its foe face to fnce. Then an quick as a
flash, unless shot down or overpowered. It will
strike Its adversary In the face or across the
ohest so as to fell him to the ground, where-
upon Bruin will fnll upon him and with teeth
and claws tear him to pieces. In the days of
Spanish rule in California, when fights between
bulls and bears were featuros of the gala weeks
following the annual rodeo, it is said that.
the black bear almost Invariably attacked
the bull by suddenly leaping to its full
lieleht on Its hind legs and dealing the
bull a powerful blow aomss the eyes or on
the noso. The skull of a bull has been known
to be crushed by one blow of a strong black
bear's paw, and It was common to see a bull so
dazod by a staggering blow across the eyes
that bruin could throw It to the ground and
tear its neck Into shreds. The strength of
black boars Is shown also by the weight of car-
casses they carrv long distances to their cubs
or their dens. Hunters tell of having trailed
bears carrying pigs, calves, colts and sheep,
weighing from 70 to 150 pounds, tor ten or
more miles up steep mountainsides and
through ruirged gulches, over areas of boulders
and fallen logs so fast that It was impossible
for tho hunter to overtake them. Banehmen
In nearly every county in California ami Orevon
know instances of whero cattle and horses In
the fields have been almost klllod by a single
blow upon the head struck by a ravenous and
therefore extra bold black bear.

Bruin's shnmbling, unwieldy gait lends
people to believe that the bear fs one of tho
clumsiest of animals. The curious hulking,
wabbling stride of the bear is due to the ab-
sence of the clavicle or shoulder bone, whloh In
nearly all other members of the animal king-
dom serves to keep the shoulders apart. 'When
the hoarwalks. Its shoulderblades nnd forelegs
wabble, and the animal seems to be shuffling
along. The easy, dignified carriage of mem-
bers oWthe feline tribe is largely due to their
strong clavicles and their compact mechanical
joints. Now. Bruin has the very loosest joints
of any wild beast In fact, the joints at the
ankles are so loose that in hundreds of In-
stances hears have chewed a foot free from a
trap or torn the fastened paw from the teeth of
a strong Iron trap.

Tho oubs of bears are bom with their eyes
closed, and it is from two to three weeks before
they can see. In California, where caves and
caverns are scarce, the male and tho female
bear will together dig with their claws a cave in
the soft earth aido of a mountain or cation.
Sometimes a tunnel-Ilk- a hole will be driven
some six or seven feet Into tho mountainsides,
and tho bears will cover the floor with leaves or
soft manzanlta or sago brush. Here the cubs
are bom, the mnle bear ministering to the
wants of tho female and her young for a few
weeks. At the end of nine months the young
bears arc able to go away and set up a homo
for themselves.

The diet of black bears probably Includes tho
greatest range of an" beast. Grizzly bears
come next to their black brothers with omniv-
orous appetites. Bruin's hunger may be ap-
peased by almost any edible from an ant to an
ox. A bear will feast for days at a time on grubs,
gophers and field mice. It will wax strong on
an Immensely populous ant-hil- l, will enjoy a
fish diet for a whole season, will go miles to get
a pig orasheep or a calf or a colt, and will
climb trees to devour birds' eggs. It thrives
equally well on flesh or vegetables and will eat
green com In the husk, or smack Its lips over
melons and devour grapes with as much fond-
ness as over a deer or a raccoon. Berries of all
kinds and acorns are Bruin's chief diet at some
soasons. The bear loves jam and preserves as
much as a child, and will risk its very life for a
taste of honey.

Thero may be doubt as to tho exact variety
of the bears that came down and devoured the
children who made sport of Ellsha's bald pate,
out California hunters will acquit the black
boar of the deed. Black bears, at least, never
attack human beings unless their cause is des-
perate or thoy have been maddened by pain of
wounds. A whole family of black bears will do
everything possible to get out of the way ot a
lone and unarmed man, even If hungry, and
will go miles to avoid a camp of hunters and
select the darkest night for prowling among
Pigpens and sheepfolds. But the goodnature
and retiring character of the bear may be
changed in a moment if it is hurt or soelosoly
followed by a hunter that it sees no means ot
escape. In a twinkling the most amiable black
bear may become an animated cyclone and
dash at its pursuers to kill or bo killed.

Tho sense of smell in a bear is extraordinary.
One bus been known to scent an ant-hi- ll or a
tree filled with honey a mile away. HuutorH of
bears have any number of stories to toll of the
sagacity ot black bears seeking their tood. It
is common for a person walking through the
sparse timber up In the California mountain,
valleys to come ujon the ruins of a great dome-
like hill of ants. It shows where a hear has had
a feast, for Bruin Is always on the alert for such
a community of ants, and nevur wastes any
time in making the attack. Yt ith ono sweep of
its powerful forepaw it demolishes the roof
of the anthill. The maze of courts, gal-
leries and tunnels made by tho ants is
laid bare. In a moment the bear has
put its open mouth down Into the hill
where lie tunnols snd galleries run into a cen-
tral chamber like a hopper aud sucks into his
mouth lints anil their eggs. A dozen strung
Inhalations will generally depopulate an ant
community and leave very fow eggs for another
generation of ants to build up a city on tho
ruins loft by the bear's attack. Then Bruin
will go about licking up the huuiw of stray ants
that have escaped from the pill Tho liking of
boars for grubs, field mice, grasshoppers and
all manner of creeping things affords ouo of
the signs that lirulu Is In the country. Often a

of blaek bears, in their search for this
indof diet, will turn over every stone, paw

over every rotting tree stump and break down
brush for an acre. The hunters get thulr easi-
est poluters to the haunts of bears by coming
upon an area so disturbed.

Tho choicest food for bears is honey, and the
skill with which jhoy find a tree tilled with wild
honey is auothor 0110 of the wonderful things
about the beasts. Men who have been bee
hunters and honey gatherers In the cations
and foothills of California for years say thoy
don't begin to have the unerring precision of a
boar in locating a boo tree. In Mexico, espe-
cially In Jbowor California, the natives who
make a business of gathering honey have tamo
black bears to locate bees and honey for them.
When a wild bear scents honey It will never
let up. unloss wounded or slain, until it
Las found the true holding the sweetness.
When at lost the store of honey Is found.
Bruin will thump up ami down the trunk of the

with forepaws until it gets a hollow sound.ireo moment more It has scratuhed and ehowed
away tho bark und wood until It makes a hole
large enough to thrust In a paw and draw It out
dripping with honey. Like a child eating pre-
serves, the bear repeatedly bops Its great paw
with honey und Hogs It with delight. A swurm
of angry boos may busz about its head und get
lino Its wide-ope- n mouth, but that does not
bother the bear. It just shuts its eyes and.smiling to itself in ecstasy, keeps on sopping
honey with Its paw and licking It off.

Bruin la the foremost angler among animals.
Natural history books are filled with all kinds
vf stories of the sagaolty of black pears as

fishermen. The mountain streams and the
headwaters of the rivers in California, where
blank bears rosin, afford excellent facilities for
them to exorcise expertness as Ushers. In
Oregon and Wsshlngton the salmon fishermen
have no end of runny stories to relate ot Bruin's

of getting Its food along deep snd swift
vers. Bruin will stand In a creek or cation

stream as solemn and motionless as a crane, all
the time keening Its eyes on thewnter. When
a fish oome unsuspectingly nearby ono of
Bruin's fore paws darts into the water as
quick ss thought, snd it Is a very agile
fish that escapes tht animal's claws as they
contract. A look of supreme contentment and
pride in Its skill spreads over.Its solemn visage
as It draws the squirming fish from the water
and prepares to est It. Bruin usually squats In
the wator and swallows its prey while grunting
with satisfaction. Sometimes when the parent
bearer r?ehlng their cubs to fish, human
observers laugh to see the female frequently
deal to her offspring a cuff because of some
clumsiness by whloh a fish has been allowed to

away, or because a frolicsome child will
ounner about in the water so that fish are

are either scared away or the wator becomes
too muddy for fishing.

A. never-endin- g discussion among hunters
and woodsmen In the mountains concerns the
character the black bear exhibits In the home
circle or within the cavernous oopdnea of tho
lar household. Some authorities say that the
bear Is a mean, selfish fellow, and has no oars
tor lis rusts or thought for Its offspring, and
that the moment it becomes a father, that mo-
ment quits ths family domicile, leaving all
there to shift for themselves. A larger num-
ber, and. It seems, more accurate authorities,
contend that the bear Is libelled by these de-
tractors, and that Bniln Is really vory help-
ful to Mms. Bruin In the first weeks of her
motherhood. Hunters who have watched from
concealed spots and through fleldglasses tho
doings In a den ot bears, sny they have ob-
served many acts of consideration and kind-
ness In the home circle rendeied by father
Bniln. Tho male is not only a good provider In
a time of need, but Is also a jolly, companiona-
ble fellow with the oubs. It will play for hours
with the cutis, rolling about on tho mountain
elds or among the chaparral. It seems to le

liberties from the little fellows, for they
romp over their father's body, climb on the
Rnlmal's broad back, scramble between Its

often scratch and bite their daddv. so
that It must take about all the old man's good
nature to endure their pranks.

"The funniest thing I over saw In a black
bear family," said Boh Ellison, an old-tim- e

trapper in the Fresno Mountains, "was one day
last summer. Parker and I had trailed s she
lar to a heavy growth of timber down In a
baby cation. When we came In sight of the
bear home we were not seen, so we sat down
with our rifles across our laps and watched the
family. The mother bear had throe nubs. It
seemed that she had left them homo while she
went skirmishing for forage. She had just got
home with what looked like tho carcass of a
coyote when we camp along. Well, the way
those old bears pulled that carcass to pieces
and divided It among the cubs was mighty In-
teresting. We could see that tho pa-
rents wore hungry thomsolvos,
and that they looked with longing eyes
as their boys and girls chewed tho meat and
bones down, but thev never seemed to want a
bit while tho children were hungry. If you
could have seen how the old he bear sat on his
hind legs nnd watched the meat disappear while
ho could only get a sniff of the feast it would
have taught you the greatest lesson of your life
In unselfishness. When thecubs were through
eating the father and mother bear chewed a
little about the bare bones and lapped up some
blood, but that was all they got. Then the
fun began, and you never saw a bettor show lu
your life in sny theatre. The oubs and their
dad rolled and tumbled about the ground; they
plnyed leapfrog over one another, they pulled
one another about by the tall, and the cubs
would nil together jump on their father and
Rail and haul him around until he must have

sore. Once In a while they would vex
him, and partner and I nearly hollered out
loud to see how he would basto them with a
fore paw. Then the she boar tolnod In the fun.
Snd the whole family pitched on the old man
just as you see boys fool with their dad. The
parent bears chased each other about the man-znni-

brush and over the boulders, while the
libs would follow along as best they could.

I'll swear those bears had such a good time
that I know I heard them laugh themselves.
Well, this kept up for two hours. Then the old
man Bruin went off to hunt for his food, and.
you may believe it or not. partner and I had
several chances to shoot that wholo family, but
I'll be dnrned if there's money enough In bear
pelts to get us to fire into such a fine lot of
folks as them. Why. it would be just like
murder."

The neutcness (sagacity some observers call
it) of a black bear is shown In hundreds of dif-
ferent ways. All hunters have had experiences
In which thoy have been led many miles from
camp, across mountains, over wido areas ot
boulders and through rocky cations, by some
smart old bear that seemed to have a human
mind In teasing the hunter along, and at the
same time adroitly keeping out of range of
the rifle when there was nn opportunity for the

to shoot. The bear that knows it isEursuernnd sees a chance to escano will do this
every time. It will climb hastily into the most
Inaccessible spots to a man. and when-I- t haa
surveyed the field from behind a titanic boul-
der or In a dense chaparral, where the
hunter cannot shoot, it will decide upon a
course ot escape. Then it goes on ahead. If
It Is a she bear nnd her cubs are along she will
drive the little fellows on ahead a few feet and
defend them In the rear. When the old bear
knows thero is chance for a bullet from the
hunter's gun to como that way It will hasten as
fast as possible, not stopping to rest until some
froteotlon is afforded from bullets by rocks or

she bears In their anxiety to
save their cubs have been seen to pick them
up In their fore paws and trudgoclumsllyalong.
The sagacity of black bears is very of ten shown
In their mariner ot seeking food. A ranchman
in the foothills of tho Kan Bernardino Moun-
tains a few years ago found that a little pig
disappeared about every week from his pig-- "
pens. The prints of beur's paws told what was
carrying away thellttle porkers, but the pen was
surrounded by a paling so strong and high that
the ranchman could not Imagine now any beast
ever got in there. An watch showed
him that a block bear came that way, climbed a
live oak tree that grew near, and, walking out
on a branch that grew over the plspen, dropped
to the ground, snatched a terrified pig, and
making for the gate that could bo opened from
the inside only, made off to the family den.
miles away up In the cation Tho discrimina-
tion of n bear Is constantly shown byltswarl-Res- s

of traps nnd decoys. Somo bears have
traps fixed for theurhundrcda of times,

but hnv, sagnciouslv passed them by. A bear
hunter has to exercise all his ingenuity to de-vi-

schemes for catching a blaok bear of any
experience. A man's hat lying near a con-
cealed trap may be a warning to Bruin, and
hunters say thev have known Instances where
bears have man's presence even a half
mllo away.

A DWET.LEJt UT LOXDOX BOllEMIA.

The Death of Richard Dowltng Removes a
Picturesque Literary Figure.

A picturesque if not very Important figure
disappears from tho London world of letters
snd from London "Bohemia" in the death ot
Blchsrd Dowling, news of which comes with
the English mail. Mr. Dowling, who was born
some fifty years ago in what he always called
"swate Clonmel," was ono of those men of
whom every body says, "He will do great things
yet," until the end comes, when everybody la-

ments, "What great things he ought to have
done." As a matter of fact, he was a prolific
writer aud put out novels and short stories
and articles on all conceivable subjects with
amazing fertility. But there was always some-
thing lacking about his work. He hod either
an utter want bf the critical faculty or a cul-
pable Indifference to artistic perfection. "A
Titanic imagination, the descriptive fores of a
Victor Hugo, alternating with the slovenliness
and Inoflieioncy of a schoolboy author." so s
distinguished English reviewer characterized
his powers snd methods.

M r. Dowling loved to keep up the old
traditions of authorship, ths velvet

coat, the unconventional hat, tho persistent,
unabashed clay pipe. He cultivated extinct
mannerisms, the author's irritability, for ex-
ample, and lie used to declare thut good litera-
ture could never be p roduced by daylight.
When there wss hurry for his work and he
prided himself on unjniiu tuality so that he
had to work by day. ho would pull down his
blinds, druw the heavy red curtains of his study,

pipe in mouth, grind out copy by oaudle-Igh- t.

woe was to the rash individual who
dared to interrupt him then. His eye, with
flue treuzy rolling, would glare and ilow like a
red-ho- t coal, and from his lips would pour forth
u torrent of vituperative elouuenco olouied In
the broadest brogue of his beloved Co. Tip.,
with many u scathing Gaelic adjoctive thrown
in to add force to the whole.

He was a great rambler o nights, knew Lon-
don through and through, and delighted in ex-
ploring alone at the weirdest hours places
whloh hardened Ixiudon policemen preferred
to leave un visited. When in festive mood
there was no livelier companion. He hated

select society;" fashionable authors und sllk- -
journalists were an abominatlou to him.

lut In certain bohbiulun gatherings held lu
Ittls sourts off the Strondor Fleet street he

was the prince of revelry, the leader of joke
uid song and brilliant talk. Politically, lie had a
fine hatred of the English nation ; pruutioaliy.he
was "hail fellow well met" with any one who,
like the Jap In Gilbert's opera, had "a song to
sing, oh." And ot certain Englishmen he had
a great veneration of Shakespeare, because he
created Fulstaff : of Bon Jonson. because ho
was a fine combination of scholur aud drama-
tist and good follow: of Kit Marlowe, bocuuse
he was killed In a pothouse brawl. Ho loved to
talk of the days when poets aud authors were
unpretentious, easy-goin- g follows, who heard
tho chillies of midnight, ile did not imitate
them In their excesses, but be loved their
memory none the less. Many will miss him

that he is dead, for what his busy rightRow plentifully earned his left hand scat-
tered with profuse generosity, and more than
list, be was uu fund i lie largest hearted of

Uie.

FALL OF A GREAT GRIZZLY.

thutk TiarnnnrKKT wnnr. in at thk
DEATH or nto BKN.

A California Monstor to Whose Arrnnnt
Wsi Laid the IHsannrnranro of 10,000
Worth of Atock A Hunter's Olnncr tn the
Forest Big Ben's Lost Fight for Life.

Almost In the heart of ths coast range In
Mendocino county, California. Is the hamlet of
Boonevllle. named after the great Daniel
Boone. Possibly ths name was chosen because
It wss thought that ths country round about
would have suited him exsctly. With the ex-

ception of ths San Gabriel Mountains in the
south, the deeply wooded canons, precipitous
and slmost Inaccessible hereabouts, are now
ths only abiding places of the great grizzly
bear of California. Boonevllle'a population
consists tor the most part of frontiersmen.
Their larders are well supplied with venison,
the floors srs covered with skins, and the walls
are ornamented with antlers and the masks of
bear, lynx and leopard.

For several years past a large grizzly had
raided, the hog and horse corrals In the Boone-
vllle country. People nsmed him "Big Ben."
and tall stories were circulated about his sizo
and ferocity. It was certain that he could pack
an 18 months' colt on his back with the case of
s wsiheney shouldering an Indian papoose.
Big Ben did so much damage that finally Tom
Dacre. one of the largest farmers of the local-
ity, wrote down to some friends of his in San
Francisco to come up and organize a hunt for
his slaughter.

"Lesvo your toy guns at home." he ssld.
"They would only tickle Ben's hldssnd give
him a ohance at yours. Dont psok anything
along less than a ."

August Is good hunting weather p Califor-
nia, Ths air is dry and balmy, and along the
coast dellolously cool. There Is absolutely no
possibility of being caught in a rainstorm
under canvas, snd sleeping out st night Is de-
licious. Therefore the party that went to
assist in the pursuit of Big Ben were well filled
with tho most pleasing anticipations. Each
had a heavy calibre rifle, a keen hunting knife
with a strap at the hilt to attach it to ths wrist.
a pistol, a compass and a small vial of snake
poison antidote. Dacre mot them when they
landed with a buekboard to take them the rest
of ths way. He bad a shotgun in the wagon.

" Though It is still the olose season," he said,
" I nm going to have n pot shot or two at the
quails. We've got a Chinese cook who mokes
the best quail stew in tho country, and it's a
mighty handy thing to have a pot full of It cold
around the camp when one la hungry and
wants n snack."

The occasion soon presented itself. A sharp
turn of the road brought the party on top of
not fewer than half a hundred ot those plump
and gamy fellows, and Dacre 's pot shot yielded
fourteen to both barrels.

Tho camp he chose was an Ideal one on a
sunny mesa on the banks of tho Garcia Blver.
Here three of Dacro's men were waiting. The
customary demijohn was produced, and all
drank destruction to Big Ben. Then followed
a dinner to be remembered. A true sportsman
cannot well imagine a more delicious forest re-

past than fresniy caught mountain trout and
tender vontson, washed down by claret which
has been cooling all day In the stream, the
feast concluding with strong, fragrant coffee.
while the incense of the pipe ascends
to placate tho dryads aud hamadryads for the
invasion of their solitude The campflro In
such expeditions in California is always of
colossal proportional not mere branches, but
trunks of trees are dragged in to feed the
flames. It Is not alone good for all night long,
but will burn far into the noxt day. and the
laurel and other fragrant woods that compose
it perfume the air.

There was in the party, of course, the Inevit-
able snake monomaniac, ho who imagines
t hut every rustle ot tho dry loaves is a rattler,
and sees In every dead limb the form of that
much-malign- reptile. For the rattlesnake
in California at least is not halt So bad as his
reputation. Ho will not molest unless molest-
ed, and is always anxious to get out of the
way. In this case the man ufruid of the rattle-
snake carefully laid a horsehair riata
around his blankets, being a believer
in the theory that a rattlesnake will
not cross a bair rope. The hoot of
the night owl, the nerve-thrillin- g scream of the
panther, and the bark of the sneaking coyote
arc the orchestral accompaniments of a night
in a California forest. The coyotes had xccnted
tho dead denr many miles off. and had come
around as near as they dared. They are very
shyot tho glare of the campflro. and liko the
wildcat and the panther, unless positively
starving, they will not come within the circle
ol the firelight.

A good hour before dnwn the coffee pot was
steaming on the embers, and another juicy
portion of the deer sent up a delicious perfume,
Intetisllled by the keenness of the morning air.

" We havo not more than a mile to ride."
said Daero, " before we get closo to Big Ben's
ranch. He got away with the colt from the

' Bennetts' two nights ago, and the old fellow
will be so full of grub that he won't feel like
travelling far."

"I bet you the dogs get on to him before we
Flcmmlng's Kidge," remarked old Poter

ohnson.a pal of Dacre. and one of tho moat
famous bear hunters of tho country.

The dogs were of the very best kind for the
purpose. Two were deerhounds straight and
tho other three were mongrel with a collie
strain. They had lino noses, and when once
they jumped a bear would hang on to him to
the end. They were game dogs, too. too gritty,
inueed, as it was discovered before tho end ot
the hunt.

The light was strong enough to make the
path clear through tho forest as the hunters
started In single fllo In pursuit of the big
marauder of the mountains. To Dacre and his
frionds there was no novelty in expeditions of
this nature, but the visitors had read many
appalling tales of the 1'tillfornla grizzly, his con-
tempt of the bullet unless struck in certain
places, his activity in pursuing Ins assailants
and the terrlffo force with which his blows
wero dealt. Dacre had remarked in camp the
night before;

You'se fellows will find that you'so have not
comoup from the city for nothing. You came
after bear, and bear you're going to have, aud
Tom liacre will see that you get the first
ehance at old Ben."

Tho visitors bad protested, modestly Insinu-
ating that thoy might bungle the affair so thut
Ren might get away, but Dacro wouldn't
have It.

" You'so fellows camo up hero for a boar, and
you's" got the first ch.inoe."

Bo they had protested no more ; but they re-
solved to make a great showing before the
eouiitrvmeii. After olimbinga bold bluff Daere
pointed to a dense mass of chupuriul about u
mile seaward and said;

" That's Big Ben's park. Ho don't fancy liv-
ing, tn the woods all the time.- - When he gets
full ot meat ho lays off thorn and makes lus
dessert oil huckleberries and wild plums. Now
you see. gent lemon, there is u clear space ot
oOO yards or so between that patch of
chaparral and the mouth ot the canon. Wo
shall put tho dogs in at the lower end of tho
patch, und If we catch him in the open wo shall
nnvo him just whore wo want him. Now we'll
go in with the dogs, and wo will station you
fellows in the open where he will bo pretty sure
to como along.

This wus a little too much.
Dacre." said one visitor, "my friends are

not much accustomed to this sort ot work and
would feel more secure if they hud oue of the
veterans with them."

Dacre thought he was fishing for a oompll-1111- ".

11111I slupped him on the back.
" You're vet man enough." he said, laughing ;

" I guess you can take care of thorn and of the
bear," and, whistling to the dogs, he rode away.

Now, when a few men who go to hunt hour
are not quite sure that they may be hunted
themselves soon, the first Instinct Is to look for
aires, but there was not a tree large enough
between the break of the chaparral and the
mouth of the canon to support a monkey. Ail,
therefore, depended upon their horses. It
horses nro bear shy, and most horses ure. It is
impossible to shoot from their backs, and It is
dangerous to shoot dismounted. However, all
those simulations among the visitors were
brought to a speedy close by the buying ot the
dogs, which seemed to com from the vory
heart of the chaparral. Then came moments of
extreme and not disagreeable tension to the
three elty men, about sixty yards apart, two on
oue sldo of the neck of tho chaparral.

"Here ho corneal" yelled tho artist In the
party, and thero was a crashing in the brush,
and out bouuded a magnificent buck. Ho
iiaused for a second, una before any one hud
made up his mind to shoot, dashed along a line
parallel to the other side of the uhupurral. In
a second they heard a rifle shot, und then name
a volley, followed by the baying und howling of
the dogs, and this time Big Ben himself made
ilsuppuarai.ee. He hud been badly wounded,
mt was still full of fight. His great jaws wero

open and flecked with bloody fo.im. He was
anxious to gut to the security of the forest, but
the dogs kept worrying him, and every fow
seconds ho woultl stand on his hind feet and
aim ten lie niows ut them. Now was tlio
chance of the visitors,

"(live him a volley, boys." shouted one of
them, and all throe hit go at him. Aoouploof
the bullets struck him III, staggered on all
four and the tendurfcet thought they hud him.
Ho did the dogs, for one sprung full at his throat
and gave him the chance lie bud long boon
looking for. One round arm blow with hlstie-uiendo-

right caught the poor dog at the base
ot tho abdomen and disembowelled him 011 the
spot. The bear now turned his attention to tho
men, and with an almost humanlike gesture
dxvw ms forepaw across bis eyes as U to clear

them from the Mood and Just. Then turning
sharply around he made dut the quarter from
which the last attack had oome.

The artist's horse squealed and jumped, nnd
bolted, with his rider hanging on to tboGnnlly Another brute' was horribly cool, nnd

would give his rider no excuse for retreat, so
the rider tried for another shot. .Inst then.
with a loud yell, Daere and bis people came
galloping nn from ths other side of tbo chapar-
ral and charged directly on the bear One hail
his riata swinging loose, and was circling
around the animal watching for nn opportunity
for a successful cast when Dacro's ride rang
out nnd Dig Ben tumbled In the dust, shot
through tho throat.

Even In death the brute looked formidable
Tho powerful claws were outstretched In his
agony till they would have covered a big soup
pinto, and wero ns sharp ns a kitten's teeth.

"Wo wouldn't have got him so env If he
hadn't gorged himself." s.tid Dacre. "He will
turn the scale at lenst 1.41)0. That hrutn must
hnvo cost the neighbors SI 0.000 nt lenst In the
stock nnd young horses he's destroyed. I
never thought we'd got him so easy, but no ani-
mal can flglit well when his stomach Is fnll. I
wish we'd got him, though, before he got poor
Belcher." nnd tho mountaineer looked sadly
down on tho dog lying at tho feet of his enemy.

X AT AJO m.AXKF.TH.

A Wonderful Product of the Primitive
, Looms Used by the flqnaws.

Frvm ! JTsstni fy Jttmal.
Americans are a travelllnc people, but how

many, outside of army circles, have visited n
Navajo camp or witnessed the manufacture of
a Navajo blanket? It is a product of tho loom
really wonderful in design nnd texture when
tho disadvantages under which It was made
are considered. The Navajos are a peaceful
people of the Pueblo type. Tho squhws
weave blankets and the men tend sheep
and ponies. Many of them are rich, and
most of them are deriving
their Income from tholr herds, the wool ot their
flocks and tho manufacture ot their blankets.
The wool of Vhat ts termed "the native wool
blanket" is taken from their own sheep, and
native dyes, produced from various horbs. glvo
the blanket its peculiar coloring.

A Navnjo blanket belongs to the Navajo
and to him alone. In fact It Is a part of him.
In every hogan or hut you will find these blan-
kets, and a short distance away, amid the sage
brush or on the windward side of a rock, you
can see a Navajo squaw squatted on the
ground busily engaged woaving another.

The outflt Is very simple. Two sticks on
which strings are strung, a long flat stick to
ram each thread home, 0 eylluder-shnpe- d one
to keep the threads straight, a small one simi-
lar to a comb to prevent any tangles this fs
the loom which produces tho. weird Navajo
blanket. Yot with these tools a Navajo squaw
manufactures a blanket which may be used
for a rug aud will hut half a century. It may
seem an easy thing to produce ono. but just
make the attempt.

In these days whon Navajo blankets have
become a product of the market, and when tho
Indian is surrounded by civilization, with
traders' stores enabling him to exchange his
blankets for articles of European make, thero
has arisen a new Navajo blanket made from
(iermnntown wool. It Is certainly a work ot
art, handsome us well as unique in appear-
ance. The Indians buy this wool from tlio
traders, and it is a'curious fact that of the
multitude of blankets produced no two have
been known to be alike. I visited the store of
the largest collector of these blankets when he
had over $20,000 worth in stock, and I could
discover no exact counterpart.

The Navajos as a rule are cute and sly In the
business. Their contact with civilization has
taught them the "Yankee method" of driving
a bargain. At Fort Wlngate, a regular army
post, situated on the edge of tho Navajo res-
ervation, it is not unusual to see an Indian be-

gin at one ond of the officers' qunrters and
enter every house trying to sell his blankets.
Sometimes he meets with success at the first
house, but it Is a fact that with
each refusal tho prlco of his article decreases.
The spring and early summer Is the best time
for buying. During the winter the squaws
are busy weaving, and then as the summer ap-

proaches thoy are brought Into the settle-
ments. Sometimes the squaws come, but
novor alono. The "buck" accompanies to see
that they nro not cheated. The buck stalks
ahead, followed by the blanket-lado- n squaw.
The Indian has no compunction in loading his
"better half" with all she can carry.

To find a real Navajo blanket weaver you
must go away from the towns and villages.
Walk across almost any level plain until you
come to the blulTs, and there, among the hill-
sides, you will find her home. I have thought
as I watched her at her work, which goes on
from mom till eve for months at a time, how
wearied she must get. and have asked myself.
Does she ever want to stop? I dD not know
that, but I have learned that when money Is
scarce she cannot stop, but must work on and
work on. content to reoelvo as her share of the
profit some poor tobacco or bright calico.

fish riBATsa ix luck.
Discovery of an Easy and Lawful Way of

Making Money from Tourists.
Ltonb, N. T.. Aug. 27. For years past some

men In Wayne county mado a living and some-
thing more by acting as oarsmen and guides to
campers and tourists in tho summer and by
Illegal fishing when not otherwise employed.
This year, theso fish pirates are turning an
honest coin by other means, to the undisguised
sorrow of certain campers and tourists.

As a matter ot fact, the averogo camper at
Hodus Point and other places on Great Sodus
Bay arrives with a goodly supply of illegal
fishing devices. Sometimes he carries only a
trammel net, which is sn efficient means of de-

populating streams of llsli ; again he carries a
gill not or a fyke. Assisted by the professions!
guides and oarsmen, these pothunters have
heretofore been nblo to show goodly strings of
fish, none of which, bore hook marks. Tho
tourists wero hearty good fellows, they spent
money lavishly, and that was all ; no questions
were asked.

The appointment some time ago of George
Carver of this village as game protector
changed mutters. Mr. Cnrver went at the
poachers and gobbled up tholr nets in great
shape. President llurnetH. Davis of tlio Fish-
eries. Gaiuo and Forest Commission wus ap-

pealed to. but In vain. The continued raids
evenl ually drove tho poorer fish pirates out of
business ami distressed tho rich ones greatly.

Under the beneficent provisions of section M
ot the Fish and Game laws us amended In 1H(U
the poachers saw a chanco to mako money.
This section allows a bounty for all manner of
illegal fishing devices when seized, and gives
local magistrates a chance to eurn a few fees
by witnessing the destruction of the nets.
The discovery of tills section came just in time.
This year times were unusually hard, tho war
scare tending to keep people away from fishing
resorts. Game Protector Carver seem"d t,

and eventually the. poachers began
seizing one another's nets, and thus trying to
getevun. While this kind ot work was going
on the campers arrived, as usual, well supplied
with illegal fishing apparatus. Then the fish
pirates saw their newchuncc to make money,
and embrueed tho chance on tho double-quic-

instead of seizing one another's nets, the
begun hunting ami watching lor the set-

ting' of nets by tourists. Indeed, it Is suld
1. in theoaisineiireully wont halves sometimes,

being employed ns guides, and at tho same
time, after setting their employers' net. assist-
ing later In the night in pulling them up and
taking them before magistrates for destruc-
tion. This proved to bo nnd is dully aud nightly
proving to lie a paying liuslutss.

Between May 31 und Juno 'JH County Treas-
urer Ellison paid ."i4l t three purtles In
bountlos for destroying lull nets, of which il
were gill nets. 70 were fyke not, a were
seines, and 1 was a trammel not. These are
county records and nro accessible to the gen-
eral public during onion hours. Of this uinouui
of money two men got $300. They suld that
they had been three whole days and nights
earning this :i00 in Wayne county und that
they hud made equally large demands upon
the Treasurers of Cayuga aud Seneca counties
for bounties. g i
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SICK HEADACHE
Positively cured by these

Little rills.
They also relieve Digress from Dyspepsia,

Indigestion and Too Hearty Eating. A per.
feet remedy for Dizziin. s, Nau-c- a, JJr.iwsi
nets, Bud Tunic in the Mouth, Coated Tongue
Psin In the Side, TORPID LIVER. TN
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable.

Small PHI. Small Dom.

FIVE RATTLERS AND A RAT.

j a t.rriti.v nuT vosti.y KXirrwTtow
or aXAKK v.HAttmiNit.

Three Honrs of Htrategy nnd lighting That
j Convinced One Observer That Itnttle--

snnkes Cnn Chnrm, Provided Yon Hnva
Knongh nnd Tut n lint In with Them.

"Battlesnskes charmed me once." said John
Ollbert, the, travelling groeerymnn, "and Ik
cost me $2flo. It wasn't intended that tha-snak- es

should charm me. It was expect
thst they would charm a rat, but they didn't
charm the rata little bit. They charmed mat
that Is, If you call It being charmed to stand
gnslng steadily at snakes, with no Inclination
or desire to take your eyes oft and go away. I
was under the spoil of just such a fascination,
and there is no telling how long I would have
remained there staring like a hypnotised vie
tlm nt those snakes nnd that rat it the spall
hadn't been suddenly broken.

"It was up In n village among the Allegheny
Mountains, where n great many rattlesnakes
ahonnd. Homebody nt the hotel where I was
stopping got to talking about rattlesnakes,
and a travelling man who was also a guest
them said:

"'I would just like to see a live rattlesnake
once. I don't know of anything I sm mora
curious t soc.'

"'Is that no?' said the landlord. 'Well, itdon't have 'em on the hill of fare, but I guess
wc cnn neeonimodnto you. Hello, .Taker

"A g little old man who waa sit-
ting on the piazza got up and came in at this
call.

" 'Jake.' said the landlord, T want to use a
live rattlesnake. Can you get me one right
away?'

" 'Sure,' said Jake, and went out. He wasn't
gone more thnn fifteen minutes when he came
Aaok with Ave nice, big yellow rattlers In a bag.
All fresh from the freedom of the adjacent hills.
The guest who said he was so anxious to see a
rattlesnake turned out to be a liar. He didn't
want to see a rattler at all, for when Jake came
In with his choice specimens, which were rat-
tling liko n lot ot click reels in motion, tha
guest jumped out of his chair, grabbed his grip
and left. But the landlord took the man's dis-
courtesy all in good part and turned the rat-
tlers loose In a bay or show window In front 0
the house, where there were some ferns, a
small turtle, and a number of stones and shells,
and shut them in.

" 'I'll keep 'em there.' said the landlord, 'so
I'll have 'em handy and won't have to wast
any time sending ont for one for the next
guest who says he would like to see one.'

"I got through with the little I had to do In
the place, ato my supper, paid my bin. and
started to get the first train tor Pittsburg.
where I had an Important engagement As I
wss leaving the offloe the landlord came along.
He had a big rat

" T'm going to pat him in with ths snakes,'
he said. 'It will only Inst a few seconds, bnt
you'U Bee some fun while It lasts.'

"I had time so I stopped to see thetun. The rat was dropped tn with the snakes.
The snakes were lying at ono end of the win-
dow, apparently listless and sleepy, but the mo-Se- nt

the rat dropped In every snake was up.
one coiled quicker than a flash. Every

rattle sounded a loud alarm. Five big andugly heads wore raised from the coils. Five
black forked tongues darted out and quivered
with the excitement of their owners. The ratcrouohed down In one corner, apparently par-
alyzed with terror. Ten glittering eyes glared
at It, as the rattles sounded and the tongues
quivered In and out.

"I forgot all about the train and my engage-
ment I gazed at the strange scene spell-
bound. Presently the rat moved, turned, faced
the snakes boldly, and then made a wild dashat one of them, biting it In the neck, andjumping back in time to get beyond reach ol
the reptile's vicious strike. The offensive tac-
tics of the rat filled the snakes with rage.
Two of them uncoiled and made a rush for itI have an indistinct recollection of some one
near me saying 'That's something new for arattler to do.' but I paid no attention to it Idid not move, so utterly fascinated was I withthe spectacle.

"The rat showed light to the two snakes thathad rushedt toward it. One of the snakesstopped with its face within three Inches ofthe niivwhereit lowered its broad head, turnedthe terrible glare of its eyes full on those of
the rat and shot out Its tongue rapidly at ItI supposed the rattler was using Its alleged
power of charming things upon the rat, built itwas it failed to get the animal under its power,
for the rat darted forward and bit the snake'stongue off. spitting it out on the bottom of the
window. A tremor ran through tho snake ssif ths nipping off of Its tongue hurt it fromto rattles, snd It quickly retreated and

uddlnd up in one corner of the inolosure.
Now the other snake that had advancedupon the rat mode a vicious pass for diesprightly and undismayed little animal. Therat sprang up. tumped clear over the snake,

turned, and with a movement so quick It al-
most made me dizzy fastened its teeth in the
snake's neck and bit it through. Tho rat heldon to the snake a while, and then roleased it.The snake keeled over on the floor, and. al-
though Its glaring eyes and the convulsive
movement along its entire length showed that
it was allvo. it did not rise again nnd took no
Interest In the subsequent proceedings.

"The sucoess that had attended the rat'smanoouvrea seemed to inspire it with still
further boldness snd with what seemed to
me a dangerous indifference. It began to
tread about the inclosure as if it owned It.
The three snakes that remained defiant had
scattered. The rat would mako a dash toward
one. elude its strike, and then rush at thsothers in succession, worrying the snakes un-
til their fury was terrible to look at. I felt
myself shuddering more than once, but not
II thought of tuklng myself awuy once entered
my mind. I stood thero with my nose flat-
tened against the glass, entirely oblivious to
everything but the snakes and the rat. I have
an indistinct impression that I heard my
train come and go. and after a time another
one. and somo time Inter a third one, but I
can't say positively. I know that I never tookmy eyes off tho snakes and the rat.

Tho rat hod worriod and drawn the Are of
the snakes, so to speak, I don't know how
long, when the rattlers themselves hud re-
course to strategy. They had, ierhaps, seen
that singly they were no match for the cun-
ning rat and after a good deal of rattling to
ana fro nnd hissing and darting out of
tongues the three snakes mussed themselvesat one end of the window. They were in a
row, covering thut part of the field absolutely.
The rut was too good a genera not to see that
it would never do to absuil that phalanx of
ferocious and deadly sertients, for If one of
them missed ono of the others would bo sure
to succeed. Bo the rat rested in its corner a
moment und pondered.

"A gusniiie ran up that corner to the top of
the window und then across it to the side
where the rattlesnakes were grouped In de-
fensive front. Tho result of tho rat's ponder-
ing wus t hut it run up tho guspiiio und along it
unlll directly over the snukes and six feet
above them. The snakes wero uot d

in nigh to figure out what this move of the rat
meant, nnd they did not chunge their poel-tlo- u.

The rat eyed them a few seconds from
its porch, and then h aped down upon them.landing behind thulr bristling heads. It
quickly nipped one through tho neck with its
long teeth. The other two were pnnio-strieke- n

and glided to tho other end of thn window.
The snake the rat had bitten through the neck
lay down in a paralyzed coudltloii. us the one
had done enrly in the battle.

"The ruse had worked so well that the rat
seemed gluolul. It frisked about in aggra-
vating proximity to the two lemaining active
snakes, rousing them to fury. By und by
something wasdropped lu the window upon the
snukes I don't know who dropped it in, but
I saw that it was a Piece of cheese. It lay
I we-i- i the two siinkis and parti illy on one.
The rat soon scouted the imcs-el- . nm with a
bound went clear over 0110 snake und soiled
tho cheese. Tho snakes glided awuy to the
other end of tho window. The rat nibbled ut
thn cheese until it had eaten It nil. Thus re-
freshed, it turned lis attention to the snakes
again. Us luncheon seemed to have 111, idc the
rat bolder even than before. It rushid sud-
denly and fiercely upon one of the rattlers und
seized it by the neck. The other snake moved
awuy u short distance, but quickly turned.
The rat held Its lust victim by the neck. The
leiiialhlug snake colled, shot nut Its deadly
head, and struck the ru( sun. ire!) behind una
of its forelegs. The strike '"Id. Tim ct
dropped the snake It w.u tilling, and. witn a
sharp ery. sprang at the ono that had struck it.

"Tills rattler shot out its head again, and
this lime sank its fangs deep in the rat's nirne.
The rut tumbled, rose ran about in a circle a
few seconds, und fell again. It gave a few
convulsive kicks and was us dead as any rut
could bo with 11 loud of rattlesnake venom iu
linn. The snake t liut hud conquered (he rtt
st. etched it .elf out ill u corner and scenic 1

to fall Instantly Into 11 contented sleep.
"Then tic p.., that hud Held me Hi ie with

my face against tho window was broken. I
turned to luove uway. and. to iny 111101140 sur-
prise, found thut I mum wedged In bv u crowd
of others who hud boon fusi Inntod, I suppo .

as 1 was, eltliough 1 luidii i, il I tlcm be-
fore squeasod through, end when 1 looked
1 niy watoh I idmosl faulted. 11 mis il o'oluuk,
For three hours I hn fltitteiioq my 110
mmiiisI Unit window mil 1'. 111 no note u
time. The last train luid 1: mi". I luul to re-- 1

i.iiu there all ni ;lit. uid missed tv Important
engagement ily lulx-I.i- g i 1,,- -t in order
thai e ul I iuio nutli d me I. A rather
expensive g semes. I have al-
ways thou .lit Bill I am suti-dio- now that
rultlosiiukos cau eliunu. providing you haja)
aaouah suaksa aud pub a - 'r TTlTt"tVtpr


